
Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of

Computer III Further Remand
Proceedings: Bell Operating Company
Provision of Enhanced Services

CC Docket No. 95-20

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL

JOINT MOTION FOR EXTENSION

MCI Telecommunications Corporation, CompuServe Incorporated,

The Information Technology Association of America, Association of

Telemessaging Services International, Inc., Ad Hoc

Telecommunications Users Committee, Prodigy Services Company,

Newspaper Association of America, and Information Industry

Association (Movants), pursuant to Section 1.46 of the

Commission's Rules, 47 C.F.R. § 1.46, request an extension of the

due date for the filing of Reply Comments in this proceeding.

Because of the multiplicity of issues raised in the initial

Comments filed in this proceeding, Movants will not be able to

respond adequately by the current deadline, April 28, 1995. They

accordingly request that the Commission extend the due date to

May 26, 1995.

As the Commission is aware, this proceeding is the most

recent phase of a ten-year review of the Commission's structural

separation requirement governing the Bell Operating Companies'
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(BOCs') provision of enhanced services. 1/ There are numerous

engineering and economic issues that must be addressed in such a

policy review. The need to properly assess each prong of the

cost-benefit analysis that must be conducted in deciding whether

or not to substitute nonstructural regulations for structural

separation is underscored by the two reversals of the

Commission's prior orders addressing these issues on the grounds

that the Commission's cost-benefit analysis was inadequate.£/

The Commission may understand that these issues are extremely

time-consuming for the parties involved.

This round of initial Comments raises a range of issues as

broad as those posed in prior phases of these proceedings. As

enhanced service providers (ESPs) and users of enhanced services

and other telecommunications services, Movants' main focus in

preparing their replies is on the BOCs' filings, which constitute

about two-thirds of the total volume of initial comments.

Although there is some overlap in the BOCs' comments, they also

emphasize different issues, and the differences among the seven

1/ Amendment of Section 64.702 of the Commission's Rules and
Regulations, CC Docket No. 85-229, Phase I, 104 FCC 2d 958
(1986), on reconsideration, 2 FCC Rcd 3035 (1987); Phase II, 2
FCC Rcd 3072 (1987), vacated and remanded sub nom., California v.
FCC, 905 F.2d 1217 (9th Cir. 1990) (California I); Report and
Order, Computer III Remand Proceedings; Bell Operating Company
Safeguards and Tier 1 Local Exchange Company Safeguards, 6 FCC
Rcd 7571 (1991), partly vacated sub nom. California v. FCC, 39
F.3d 919 (9th Cir. 1994) (California III) .

£/ See California I, 905 F.2d at 1233-39; California III, 39
F.3d at 929-30.
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sets of comments add up to an extremely voluminous BOC "case",

which must be fully addressed by other parties. The BOCs'

comments are also supported by four separate outside consultants'

studies relating to various aspects of the supposed benefits of

structural integration and the supposed harms from structural

separation, as well as various appendices relating to economic

and other issues. Adding to the task of preparing reply comments

are the additional regulatory issues raised by the BOCs, such as

Bell Atlantic's proposal to change the regulatory status of

protocol processing from enhanced to basic service,l/ which

would have a tremendous impact on ESPs offering value added

network services.

In spite of Movants' best efforts to date, the current

deadline for Reply Comments has proven to be impossible to meet

for the preparation of adequate responses to the BOCs' lengthy

initial comments. Coordination with outside consultants

reviewing the BOC consultants' studies will also take substantial

additional time. Compounding the chore of addressing all of the

issues raised by the BOCs is the limited staffing each Movant has

available for this proceeding, given all of the Commission

deadlines in other significant proceedings in which the Movants

are also participating.

Movants accordingly request a four-week extension, to May

1/ Comments of Bell Atlantic at 33-36.
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26, 1995, of the due date for the filing of reply comments. Such

an extension would allow for the thoughtful review and analysis

necessary to respond fully to the BOCs' comments. Without such

an extension, Movants will not be able to provide the thorough

analysis that would be most useful to the Commission in

conducting a fair and open-minded -- and, hopefully, its final --

review of the issues.

WHEREFORE, good cause having been shown, Movants

respectfully request that the Commission extend the due date for

the filing of Reply Comments in this proceeding to May 26, 1995.

Respectfully submitted,

MCI TELECOMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

By:

Its Attorneys

By:
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Its Attorneys
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1300 Connecticut Ave., N.W.
Suite 500
Washington, D.C. 20036

Its Attorneys

By:
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Brian T. Ashby
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1275 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20004-2404
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Dated: April 21, 1995
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